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Abstract

General Justice is a virtue that leads people to the community order and goods
through which they can achieve well-being. This article explains the theory of
general justice from the perspective of Aquinas and examines the common
good and its role as the subject of general justice in directing and regulating
the law. Aquinas counts general justice with the influence of Aristotle and
Christian theology as a general virtue that has a particular subject, i.e., the
common good. General Justice is the same as virtue which is the same in
substance but different in concept. The theory of general justice according to
Agquinas is both a kind of legal debt that obliges a person to obey the law and a
kind of moral debt that obliges a person to observe the virtue of moral virtue.
Aquinas’ theory of general justice finds meaning in societies that meet the
criterion of general justice if the ruler formulates a positive law according to
divine law and natural law. Thus this theory ultimately depends on the
intentions of the ruler and the type of government that lead individuals to a
common good in society and well-being.

The purpose of this article is to explain the theory of general justice from
the perspective of Aquinas and to examine the common good and its role as
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the subject of general justice in the regulation of law. To achieve goods, we
can consider three types of command in the community, which correspond to
three types of justice. One commands the components among themselves;
another commands the whole to the components and command the
components to the whole. Commutative justice is a virtue that regulates the
goods of the components among themselves. Distributive justice is a virtue
that regulates the goods of the whole into its components. Finally, general
justice regulates the goods of the components into the goods of the whole.
General Justice is more important than these two virtues of justice because
the subject of general justice is the common good. The common good is a
kind of order that is necessary for human society so that human beings can
achieve their moral, political, and legal goals. The virtues that are private to
the individual when they occur in society are directed to the common good
through general justice; therefore, general justice is a general virtue. In
Aquinas’s works can find different interpretations of general justice being a
general virtue.

In this article, it is shown that Aquinas’ theory of general justice finds
meaning in societies that meet the criterion of general justice if the ruler
formulates a positive law according to divine law and natural law. When the
rulers and the government are properly instructed to act according to the
principles of this society, both the government and the rulers achieve their
goal of common good and well-being. When we consider God’s
commandments to be the criterion of the common good, then the ruler must
be able to interpret the divine law correctly.
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