» 0N

AL
b dwfff‘b’
The Journal of Philosophical -Theological Research (JPTR) ’{

Vol.20, No. 2, Summer 2018, Issue 76 (pp. 95-118) . '
DOI: 10.22091/PFK.2017.2501.1745 (30-VVALR) V7 gy o)l AFRY Sl g oyl ity Sl

A Review of Ibn ‘Arabi's Interpretation of ‘Arsh
in Light of Transcendental Philosophy
and its Application in Religious Architecture

Fatemah Amrolahzadeh”
Insha’llah Rahmati*”*

Received: 10/07/2017 | Accepted: 06/10/2018
Abstract

This article endeavors to explain the real and metaphorical meaning of the Qur’anic term
«‘Arsh» (throne) while analyzing its reality and endeavors to study the interpretation of
‘Arsh, the topic of God's establishment on the ‘Arsh and its relationship with the perfect
human being in the words of Ibn ‘Arabi and Shi‘ite Imams and the commentary of the
Transcendental Philosophy commentators of the word ‘4rsk in verses of the Qur’an; it
then addresses the explanation of the terms ‘arsheh (deck), arkeh (arch) and arkheh
(latin for arche). In reality, the same way that the word « ‘Arsh» in the Qur’an refers to
the throne of Allah which is the origin of origins of creation, in its real meaning, it has
also been used metaphorically (like for example: jannatun ma‘riishat i.e. the ceiling of
houses). The word arche was also used to indicate the origin of creation in Greek
philosophy and also refers to niche or ledge in the art of architecture. In answer to the
question of why the word «‘Arsh» has been used in different meanings, one can say —
according to the principle of hierarchy of existence in Transcendental Philosophy — that
the reality of ‘Arsh in each level of the levels of existence, has a manifestation in
accordance to that reality and the earthly manifestation of ‘Arsh in the world is in the
form of mosques and places of worship, and in the souls, is in the physical existence of
the Prophets and Imams and consequently in the human beings who follow them.
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