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Abstract

Pascal's Wager argument, as one of the well-known arguments for proving God's
existence or at least, the necessity of belief in God, has always been subject to a great
many discussions and studies. This argument has also been addressed in the
intellectual circles of the Islamic world and has been attributed to the Infallible Imams
(peace be upon them) through Imam Muhammad Ghazali. A close look at the
formation of this argument, the way Pascal has presented it, and the narrative text
which can be considered the root of this argument, shows that these two have
fundamental differences with one another; differences that result in the fact that the
problems that apply to Pascal's Wager do not apply to the narrative text. In this article,
in the first stage, an effort has been made to respond to some of the problems that
apply to Pascal's Wager, and in the second stage, to show how the existing differences
in the formation of the two arguments separates the two from each other and the
problems that remain unanswered do not apply to the narrative argument.

Keywords:

Pascal's Wager, ethical self-centeredness, scepticism, Atheism.

* Assistant professor, FerdowsT University of Mashhad | morvarid@um.ac.ir
#+ Doctorate student od Comparative Theology, Paderborn University (corresponding author) |
mahdavimehr@gmail.com



» 0N

AL
b dwfff‘b’
The Journal of Philosophical -Theological Research (JPTR) ’{

Vol.20, No. 2, Summer 2018, Issue 76 (pp. 57-70) . '
DOI: 10.22091/PFK.2017.1605.1511 (OV=Y+ ) V7 gy oot AFAY Sl g2 o)l ity Sl

piudtade plof A3bno Coudn g (JBwl s by b3 Sgplo lod (owiy
QT (WS 9 (b Zulo g « 9‘?3‘"«5‘.‘ o 9

T,lgp0 han
" R S9N g

WAV/ /00 hdagb | ATAS/ 4/ i 3

oS
@Sz b5 gt sy DU g sladVotind 31 (S Ol 4 JSol b, SV
656 (sliz 5> IVl )l 035 Ol (gl oy 2 5 Loy 200 53 ojfsmn i 4 Ol )
3 B LGl o 0315 s (C) Dbl assl 4 o JIsé damea (-Lal Gkl sesy Cjk.a):} r)Lw\ Ol
iy L 0T Olg or 47 oo 5 9 Sl 03l 1)) JSly 457 46 50T IVl ol (s y 5o
e S A3l 15l SoaSS b sl (Glaciglis 93 gl oS s oo OLis 3,87 b SVl
okl M Wl opl 53 . il 3yls OF o (glin g 40 Sl REVISEI Y 505 0
Ol g3 oy 3 5 355 e3ls s Il (s, ol )ly SISl 55 4 Jol Ao 13 b
348 oo pleze o 51y T Vol 53 (St p )3 350 (S5l 438 457 55 03

PN PR ) AL S Gy 4 Al Sl o S NS

Lojlguts

Sosbblas (oS (SN (g s> cd&wb_ b i

MONVarid@UM.ac.ir | gie wssp ool sl *
mahdavimehr@gmail.com | (Jsiwe odtiws $) 055554 oKl el OVl aly (6 2S5 (gl Hk



08 | s ebrpdl o ol 5 pdladhs plol 45w Eyidmd 5 (JUSaly (v 0l ) (92l 25 oy 2

Aoddo

o3l .l o3 a3 oy e eVt 31 S OISl o b i 4 oy e JY ol
& 2Ll G s 5 (IS0 (G dawly 40 (I8 oo sl 511y SVl ) 51 8555 oo
obay o S 55 g asls ol s Sypo T 4 5 Sl 35 5le e ol
a1y IVl ol o 52 LU 4 Glals (59,05 5 (6 S T) ol 03,5 - oo \ma s )
dad glo) 5 53 Ogean il b (ol Ol oo 6T Ol s oo Lo () Slgh! 40l
502 b e 3 S (0 Ol s ) 51 ISl 8 bl Lo (110 o YA J18) 2dl
ol JVaiul 55 457l a0l o) ol 53 aciy IVl ool alba 87 Uiy,
3ol bl 4 Vool 355 so 3yl Sl JYokal &y o7 SYIS31 51 s 5 s ol
&S Mol 4y deny o i 4 o o SIS K o83 LS oS o aw el 53 5 S
S 3yl Cmatl Cgam ol 31 gl ol Ol 5l Ol Ol oo el 35 ol L5 53
4 Ll5 gr gl 5 (ST (e 5l calie Sblgy 5 SISl (vl S (23 Olas
el Sy, eSSl 5856 L Ll

JEl 0 5

Had e g i b 35 pose SIS
M@lﬁ\j@&b?;ﬁ&w.\i\gdkﬁqu o b i -
7S Al G b oS iy il 3,8 Sl b o L 0T 51 (LA 5,85
Coenl 5 93 9 g5 9 Cld 3yl g9 O3y Cwd 3 Gl 5 93 23508
csPul g s 5 S e s 5 5l L b sl 5 b syl 5 Jde bl
G5, bl o LT 5l 355w 530 (6 S0 5 b b g Sl 5l s Jie
S (Al 3 o [ 0L 5 25 by sk LS Ul 20y D S
\)J,_w(.w‘rf{;,_w)f\...w\.\ssrg&,\fﬁuﬂ@fdldﬂ

1. Pascal’s Wager



VP ol oylad VYAV Glib s oylod (ot dli ¢ oIS il sla jtingly isliasd | 7o

b g3 ms (555 e o5 Oy g - plosls s 31 ) S5 wjtﬁjﬁ toalo
(Pascal, 1900, p. 9) (ks #
eb}_&@ Ov\:ﬁb ((v.._.o_...ai w}lﬁ)) L—M\ Sﬁ) Syl & b d&_«:lﬁ JYV\I_“J u,..lf&
.(As cited in Hajek, 1994) dil OF 31 (o yso o joskes duy oo L5 & a5 305 jzgles

303 349 10 305 3425 1A
s 555 655 skub ol 2 g S 030) 39290 Comios
M 550 g ke (555 bu b b G 03k) 25750 Cones

wils e g O o SISl 53,8 o Spgo Vil (i a0 6T ol el s LS
3 JEl eyl 3 Splasls s S5 B Lo s s ST &8 il oyl (o
s 3y S b ST o o8 dims Olis SVl | ol b g gy 5k b ol Olabloke
(oS b s sy a4 ST S 0 oS i 5L
13 el 515 a5 300 dlis ) 3 be S 5l 3y 4SS 93 (JSul IVl 55 bl b
s ke 4 a6 15 Cm b et 5 ST 5550 55 il e Jie &S 25 ol
sy Ol 105 4 SIS £33 -3, Sy LS Sy pde L3y gun (AL
Bl JSal b i 5l 55 6 Kos (sla b (Il 3 g 4Dl ol s 31y (5
rsmb;m\)ohﬁp &Lo.a\ ‘gl_:sl»SJ:b Cﬁ“‘f &C,é\.sj_i V:Abw La()-\':\g l?(;i‘)’ Lol Llonls
o ol (ol b 4y Sl (su b 5 31 o 4] (gm0 /8 (el als & Ol 55,87
Wl s €l (sulo 5 cpl 31 g (6 8 ST oo A oo ol g e (gl At ials ais
b S e 3l oy S5 5 M 4 Ol 3 g 5 abs Jadom - JSly S0 5l ol Bk
doly Sy o Lgla isudal 5 baolal glsy cSKan o of Sl s gl ol2os: S
355 58 Ol a g b opl by L (Ao IYAR ¢ Lyl (g9, 5 (5,81 Sl 03ls ) 3 s
Coll 33 S s a ) die oyl B w}gu\;\);.rim;u{\u:\%,w}u&_wg



A N IOPY T PSP [ [ I phlads plal oo Cydomd 5 (JSCuly (gl 3 Blap) (5 8L 52lel ooy 2

ﬁjbj’@ A OJL.:‘ QT%}&S&‘&)J dﬂ)jﬂamﬂj rz«f@ Q\:; sl QMTM

(&) o Sl Coslot 4 E o2y b o 33 80
o> bl o sl Ll oal s 30y b 3 aldis Ogeiae b oyl i
o 5 B 5la S = e [y T (p) aall 487 ol ilen a3 51 3 Vi 555 o
L LSy O 8l gla S50 IB 53 Cuslot ol o8 ol OF 31 3 Soglis ol
3yg0 Sl 4 pam) 338 7l e Lol 3 Ol oo 1y sope SIS 5 larils ababy 5 ,lS”
Soygo 33 al3l 3 5 sl gn ol Srtin i plol A Ly 5 4571y 2w 0T oyl
35 wal 0,lol gl 4 <o)
~Jg LS ed 5 JsB LS W S 0l el gall o Y B () Gl -
(T o GVEY (i) ST 5 b St LS eV S5 0 5 o 5 b
— S 5 Al Ol el ST tinge s sl gl ol il (p) Bals ol
L2l 48 0T ol S5 5 o paledl Do bo pa_ s o8 o0 5 Ol 5
(b S 5 5y gr Sloni b o S o lo S
b i 5 il (s S e 90 Sple 38 a5 O 4 b ST (1SS s
dms e 5 Jie b g aiate (JS il IVl UMy i IVl Sl
)l S ey 1y by il IVl eds s (C)€b‘4§§gw\bwgdé.\hw
e Ble 5l WS S A tmn e ol g 3 (S0 Y5 Ol LS
S ISl IVl 45 0 35l5 SN VKN oy ol llia ol isen 2315 5 oy o
s 3 Esdm B 4y oSl IS Aalg B 3 g o ol G g 0390 SN L8 e
o) S SIS Jae By il oS IS il oyl & (gobm (la i 55 . s 3
38 el o)l 358 e e SIS
o,w@\.gﬁil@;&;}_ﬂ,ac__ﬁ!&m,olga&t@ji.ibﬁg;_w\oﬂpaa&

Vool & oo S Dol ol 5 gmgm bl e s 4y (6o ol (g3l 53 L 4 ST



VP ol oylad VYAV Glib s oylod (ot dli ¢ oIS il sla jtingly isliasd | 7Y

.:}-\;J.;m.a\jﬁ-}:sujq&@jéq);&:;uubﬁ-&mb
a‘M)‘SAJBQSM‘OTGJJJLSHO&“QQ)B‘45;&‘)34{6&35%&."
ot sl gl el 3L e 1313 5 o8 10 sy 4 SVl & J e oty ol
2 o Sl e 3 48 o I O (S8 5 s s 5 bl SVl )
oS sl il & el S5l @ sl G o (sl IVl ol (S s
S gl a5 42,80 s i B iy Syt b glis Sl 55l
,Q;t,_w,oti;,>H6@ﬂu$}gm@;i;\@m@;sgo,t_;zl\,w.v_wldlsal
s B g 2yl 2l el 5 (Jd5 een 4y 9 355 oS Jle>| ol Dslad
S (Vi) 4adS™ ilate (Gline 4 5 3)15 g diom SVl &S ol 251 (-
33 315 3 m s l (gly Mo o8 35 o ok O > SISl IVl b (o sls
o ps L 0] Shas IVl cdlins & o5 I b i 3 .5l o W3 5l pi s
3 YL bl & g f oz 5 1S (o ASTI s s 5 ST all 4 dals Sy

2 Il (sl b 4 aald mn g

JEl s i 4 S SIS
oeal ) 3N I Moo el 0k 35 Sy (v, 40 457 39 im0 VIS 31 LSS
& Cod pl 93 Lo s e IV L5 5l JISCaly IVl 585 o limo gl 4595 o0
ISl 4 SIS AT 6 S o g e 5 13 ol Sl 5l 55 iz (2

b el 3l Elot ey B i 3 5 ekl Enlel 1388 Sl a s
odb by JISTT sl 3l ST (g al gy pmn s S sl 487 ST o IV T h0S7 )
. Hajek, 2012)) 555 o 4nsl 3 o= Joslu i 28 el 5 ol S 6 (ol (il
ol ISy Dlles o7 ol ks 5 AS o ol el IVl g i 40 9.

ST a\)\fUljg,.:zbab;g,f\.l?o\,lf@b)olifoid@jLg;sjcﬂ.wlu_.asn..:;}.,w

1. moral objection
2. Clifford
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