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Abstract

Aquinas - in contrast to the explanation given by great commentators like Etienne
Gilson- has neither made any corrections to Avicenna and Averroes' Necessity and
Contingency Argument and nor does he essentially have an awareness of their points
of difference. The contingency that Avicenna intends in the Argument of Necessity
and Contingency, is essential contingency; but the contingency intended by Averroes
is potential contingency and necessity according to him is also not necessarily
Avicenna's essential necessary being. Aquinas did not pay attention to this point,
which is why he could not even enter into conscious discussion in regards to their
differences and make a correct judgment or at least consciously advocate one of the
two. His first exposition is an amateurish combination of Avicenna and Averroes'
expositions which denotes his lack of mastery over the philosophical foundations of
Avicenna and Averroes. In his second exposition, according to one interpretation of
it, the same problem applies; in addition to them being suppositions, he has also made
mistakes. Anyways, being influenced by Averroes, he has formed his arguments in a
two-phase form without knowing that Averroes had reason to do so. The focus of the
natural causes and effects in this argument and the applicability of the impossibility
of infinite continuity is one of the other problems of this exposition.
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