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Abstract

All popular concepts of deity (Theism, Pantheism, and Panentheism) believe in
divinity. In Theism, “God” has attributes such as consciousness, will, goodness,
and so forth, which can be seen in humans. On the contrary, pantheists argue
that: a) the person is equal to the human being; b) embodiment is a prominent
feature of the human being; c) having attributes such as consciousness, will, and
so forth, requires a body and equates to anthropomorphism. In other words,
these attributes are inevitably associated with embodiment and the resulting
limitations. Thereby, the pantheistic deity is impersonal. There is a duality of the
“personality” and “impersonality” of the deity. The crucial question of this
article is, “what is the relationship between divinity and personality?” The
relationship of embodiment to personality and the relationship of perfection to
the impersonal deity, constitute the sub-questions of it.

We show that there is a significant relationship between personality and
divinity. In the first section, the term divinity is examined; firstly, it is
assumed that, contrary to pantheism, divinity is definable. Otto’s attempting
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to trace the origins of the “holy” and the historical studying of pantheistic
approaches confirms this assumption. Secondly, “Infinity, ” “influence,
and “transcendence” are three critical terms in defining divinity. Pantheistic
argument showed that all critiques of personality are summed up in the fact
that personality is a limiting factor.

That is, it is inconceivable that the transcendent, infinite, and influential
deity can be a person. Therefore, in the second part, the concept of person is
examined, and we conclude that: 1) there is a relation between the practical
terms in person’s meaning and the terms of divinity; 2) Although the main
critique of the deity’s personality is the embodiment, it is not a crucial term
in defining the person. That is why Michael Levin is in contradiction when
he believes that divine unity doesn’t need to be a person or conscious, it is
sufficient to be perfect. The question arises as to what perfection means
without consciousness, power, and will? Isn’t a human being more complete
due to the pantheistic divine unity? Accordingly, an analysis of perfection
without addressing personal attributes puts pantheists in an apparent
contradiction. Besides, impersonality faces a severe dilemma; if they do not
take the personal attributes, according to Kant, the deity is reduced to an
object. Instead, there could be some responses to anthropomorphism; firstly,
the basis of the Pantheistic mistake is to generalize the meaning of finite
consciousness or will to an infinite being, whereas temporality is an attribute
of the deity’s knowledge or will’s objects, not of the deity’s knowledge and
will. Secondly, the study shows where personality is interpreted to
anthropomorphism, it focuses on the late idea in Christian thought about
Jesus, while the history of attributing the deity to consciousness, will, and so
forth, is much older. Finally, it is indicated that the critiques of the
personality are not strong enough to challenge it. So, according to the
“Principle of Simplicity”, believers in the personality of the deity have a
more justified view.
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