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Abstract

The aim of this article is to illustrate Heidegger’s criticism of the concept of world in
Descartes’ thought. This criticism finds its grounds on a novel conception of world Heidegger
has brought forward in Being and Time, and pursued in his ensuing writings. The method of
this article lies originally in analyzing the concept of world on the basis of the two
philosophers’ views, and finally drawing a comparison between them. The Cartesian world
has been characterized as extension but the Heideggerian world is indeed a web/network of
relations constituting Dasein’s life. Dasein is in the world but the reverse does not hold true:
the world is not in Dasein’s mind. The world is a basic background in which there lies the
possibility of making relations, and giving significance toward the ready-to-hand.
Henceforward, Heidegger, in some writings of his later thought, criticizes the Cartesian
concept of world. In “The Age of World Picture” and “The Question Concerning
Technology”, Heidegger pays careful attention to the transformation of world into picture and
energy-source both of which are the essential consequences of Descartes’ conception of
world. The conclusion of this article portrays the fact that the sovereignty of technology in
contemporary era stands in line with the Cartesian conception of world.

Keywords: Heidegger, Descartes, Being-in-the-World, Subject, Readiness-to-Hand, World
Picture, Technology
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- Human

- subject / sujet

- René Descartes (1596-1650)

- Martin Heidegger (1889-1976)

- In-der-Welt-sein (being-in-the-word)

- Meditationes de Prima Philosophia (1641) (English: Meditations on first philosophy)
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1- ontological
2- cogito
3 - cogito ergo sum
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1- clarity and distinction
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1- erweiterung/ extension/ extension
2 - Sein und Zeit (1927) (English: Being and Time)
3 - Fundamental ontology
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- Plato (428/427 or 424/423 BC-348/347 BC)
- Dasein

- Seinsfrage (question of being)

- Zu-sein

- Essentia

- Existentia
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1- akt/ act
2 - Zuhanden/ ready-to-hand
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2- in-order-to
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