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Abstract

Carroll’s paradox calls the most fundamental concept of logic, namely the concept of
inference, into challenge, and appears to convey that one cannot pass, in any inferences,
legitimately from premises to conclusion. So as to get hold of any possible solution out of
their writings, the current article puts the paradox under three giant thinkers’ (i.e.
Wittgenstein, Ibn Sina, and TasT) views. Wittgenstein puts forward an “inexpressible” but
“showable” modus ponens in all inferences that leads ultimately to the distinction between
“rule” and “premise”. Ibn Stna recognizes the logical principles as criterion (“mikyal”’) not as
matter (“madda”) for which the same exactly holds as the above distinction. Also, TsT speaks
of the necessity of any syllogism to have an “assistant” and “concomitant” modus ponens that
can be considered as the iteration of Wittgenstein’s “inexpressible-but-showable modus
ponens” leading as before to the mentioned distinction. As a key solution to Carroll’s
paradox, one should make a robust distinction between “rule” and “premise”, and bring
inadmissibility to converting the former to the latter.

Keywords: Lewis Carroll’s Paradox, Paradox of Inference, Charles Lutwidge Dodgson,
modus ponendo ponens

1. This research has been classified as a fundamental research project with the project file No. 30067/01/02. It has been
conducted by receiving a research grant from the University of Tehran.
2. Assistant Professor, University of Tehran, mahdiazimi@ut.ac.ir






& s

12 Ry

The Journal of Philosophical Theological Research (JPTR)
Vol.18, 0.2, Winter 2017, Ser.no.70, ISSN: 17359791 (pp. 179- 194) (VA-14F Gao) Ve (ol olad A YD Olinse) 93 8 ot gptona S
DOI: 10.22091/pfk.2017.811

9 Ll (oSl laie 31 Jg S w5931,k
s dxlgs

¥ sosbe (5340

(QO/ANA: 3y 76 40720740 2Ll 5 56)

LEPLEN

- %

T 0245 Ll i 5 88T r Hle w0 ) il o pgde i ilate o gghe 0 Fs3Lu J S WS 000k
conlaSa s o8t tu il a1 1y oS 9310L cpl s S Dlie ey 4o 6 Sladie 1 Ol god izl
coljcﬁljldtﬁ'&"i}.:)}Tdi{-b.'a()UTQwL'éu:j\61>abl§¢i:§@}x5@wfo‘ﬁaj4?-\bﬁ-}@dl
(et 51 (e SSSE 4 plonil s iy J._,)fw_ﬁ e Lazlizal dan 53 ($3I30LEd Jy ( LLoL plde
s ol gl oisly S8 Olen Tads ol 4 (e3ler &5 Wil o (UK 1y ilate J guol 35 L ol bl oo
(sl\_é.a C.;l‘gn 3] LS;—<-:° Ol 48" Wly oo e (05800 5 (O glao) (sl\.i.n C_A} & 4 S8l el e gl
5 (dadie) )l (edeld) ¢SS5 D g gm0 dbsl S Ok cl J_l:.:.;i:u (ol Aok

w‘d};ﬁjébgkwyjéwé}‘&ﬁ Lil,)\;

C.LZ.A c&j QQM‘J c_)f\, }‘J\? tct..iw‘ f}bblﬂ nd}; bm;}] ﬁjbbb_{ :MQS‘SU\.&K

mahdiazimi@ut.ac.ir (JOL.\ f% 5 aanls a}jf bl saisls) Ol g NEEH Sl *



Yo ol osled AY0 Ol 9 o yles (R Jlo 1 (NS - auds sl jiang 5y I \AY

~

doudo

o3 La 53 (3Ll o m L 5o byl WS 53k (S ik S e S
1y OT &S0 a7 e Jy S oS 551,k .(Clark, 2002, p. ix 231 & 4) (Sl 0355 ads Ll
s oGl g sehe o 563k (Clark, 2002, p. 86) ol ol iz izl S 531l
5 i1, a1 Oty i1 A&y il 5l 5 esST AL w0 | iz kel o sgds
3 a8y s o ailsly OT L Jas o wonlie 5 psdo onl Ol )3 (5,550
e oty Cmul azstls 5 (g5 saio il as diy sl 534S Cal (gkiais Ll Laos
Ll 53 015 oo 15 I35 S 5305k 55053 5l ol s L L0l 45 va3 DL ol g5 oo
I35 S 53004 5 (wthite Culg)y ot puils o e 87 ol b adl 3L i ol 5
)@w\dwh\wsj)@ﬁqbgbiuj4.:&|Jj.s}>.-) el Ciw s
o elos gy 855 0T L palis o, OT 51 (los b oS 5300l ol ol a5
5 andian 5,00 Oy 40) (LS 5 1ol Ol K8 4 OUT &5 ol ol Lo (glelhe
1y S ol a5 o&in 5 LT o S 93100 ol o S 4 457 Wilos g dizma (10l
OT 3525 51807 (o 55 654 paimrior o (om et lie 228 5 Ol 51 sl
33 ¢S 53 s LS 510 8 05588 (6 kil o3y b Dl i
oSl it 53 0l by 35 oy B 5 05T el oy om0 OT 5163
o 3l S 3300k 5SS S

YC.‘CAJ-LI:\S‘J"JS.\
DS Sy 5 OAFYIAIN) 0 pls o 55 ol jlaies U U 57 i
g)fé)‘yb-ég-iﬂdﬁd?)ﬁdcj\w“;&?wjﬂde«SJT&.})ﬂ

\Lﬁ?bﬂ_fb;_w)-\ﬁ)b c-\_fu ob‘j QL;&(RM)s é‘jbdjjbjb cbﬁ @l:—))

1. The Paradox of Inference
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