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Abstract

In his Being and Time, Heidegger does not illustrate Dasein’s embodiment but he
postpones his illustration for some time in the future, namely in his Zollikon Seminars
(1959-1969). In the seminars, Heidegger provides his clearest elucidation for this
primordial fact that Dasein’s embodiment is openness to the world; Dasein’s existence
extends beyond and over its physical body thereby construing and analysing the world
from an existential standpoint. He puts forward the title “bodying forth” for this
primordial fact. Dissimilarly, Levinas, by adopting his peculiar ethical approach,
criticises the Heideggerian Dasein: Heideggerian Dasein is sufficiently not human (i.e.
“from flesh-and-blood”). Levinas lays stress upon the fact that the subject’s face-to-face
encounter with the Other can be taken from the perspective of embodied reality. A novel
wisdom of the body will be constituted in the context of the I’s ethical relationship with
the Other and the I’s widely open receptivity to fulfilling the Other’s demands and needs.
In this paper, having made an investigation into the subject’s embodiment in both
philosophers’ different phenomenologies, a serious scrutiny will be given to the
Levinasian critique of Dasein as it is insufficiently constituted “from flesh-and-blood”.
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Introduction

Embodiment occupies a peculiar place in both German and French
phenomenologies; giving it a meticulous scrutiny can characterise
phenomenologists’ attitudes and approaches towards the world, thereby
specifying the correlation between (human) existence and the world. Among
different phenomenologists, Heidegger and Levinas have been selected as two
opposite cases for comparison just because of their basic differences in attitudes
to the subject-matter: Dasein’s embodiment comes finally in line with
understanding and interpreting fundamental ontology, that is, Dasein’s existence
is always able to interpret the world from outside/beyond its physical borderlines
so as to come to understand the world. Thus, being-in-the-world, according to
Heidegger, finds a specific interpretation of embodiment with an ontological
analytic import. Unlike Heidegger’s, Levinas’ phenomenologisation of the body
is in line with his Other-oriented ethics. A novel wisdom of the body takes its
form from the I’s ethical relation with the Other, and is also constituted out of the
I’s mere receptivity towards the Other’s demands and needs. With this in mind,
the sort of possibilities embodiment provides for the ethical | is a sort of sensibility
and vulnerability -, namely of absolute passivity.

Objective and Method

The authors’ main objective, in this paper, is to put forward a new comparison
between two distinctive kinds of attitudes and approaches towards embodiment
within philosophical tradition of phenomenology: ontology and ethics. What
makes this investigation into the subject-matter necessary is the fact that the whole
presence of the subject in the world comes to reality with its bodiliness; the reality
about which Heidegger and Levinas are not in agreement with each other, and
therefore are on the two opposite sides. Heidegger gives an excellent example of
ontological analysis of embodiment to which Levinas stands in striking contrast;
it can apparently be feasible to ground embodiment theory on the subject’s
moment of encounter with the Other. The body already gives the first and
foremost motive for being an ethical subject (= ethical embodiment). Since this
research is classified in the realm of basic (and not applied) research, the authors’
advocated approach to the main questions about, and possibilities of both
ontological and ethical embodiments is phenomenological; and accordingly, the
method adopted to proceed with the subject-matter is a descriptive-interpretative
one in order to bring about a justifiable reading of the from-library-taken notes.

Conclusion

Two significant approaches to embodiment within German and French
phenomenologies stand in apparent contrast with each other: ontology and ethics.
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A brilliant exponent of the former is Heidegger and that of the latter is Levinas.
Levinas’ criticism of Dasein’s embodiment is reliant upon its abstractness and
(pure) ontological directedness; for (human) existence to be in relation with itself
and its surrounding world it is necessary to be sensitive and receptive toward the
Other’s demands and material needs (= ethical embodiment).
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