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Abstract

According to the doctrines of great monotheistic religions, God will fairly judge on the deeds
and intentions of all people on the Day of Judgment in hereafter. He will reckon all deeds,
even the tiniest ones, will do justice to everyone according to their acts, and will condemn
some sinners to eternal punishment. There seems to be at least two important problems about
this religious doctrine: First, the eternal punishment is inconsistent with divine justice;
second, eternal punishment is inconsistent with divine love. Theologians and thinkers such as
Anselm and Jonathan Edwards have tried to prove the consistency of eternal punishment with
divine justice. Aquinas has also provided some arguments for the consistency of divine love
with eternal punishment. There have also been endeavors in Islamic tradition to argue that the
eternal punishment is consistent with divine justice; among the main and recent examples is
Motahhari’s view in his book "Adl-e Elahi" (Divine Justice). Examining and comparing the
main arguments presented against the two mentioned problems, the present paper argues that
all of these arguments fail to provide justified moral answers to the problems, though they
differ in terms of their merits and demerits.

Key words: ecternal punishment, divine justice, divine love, Anselm, Adams, Aquinas,
Motahhari.
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Abstract

Given its depth and width, Allamah Tabatabaii's socio-political thought can solve many
current political problems in different societies. The theory of constructional perceptions is
one of the most important foundations of his philosophical thought, which has exerted
influence on his socio-political thought and somehow determines the orientation of his views.
Considering the importance and necessity of discussing Allamah Tabatabaii's socio-political
thought and its foundations, the present paper seeks to study the foundations and cognitive
hypotheses of his political thought, one of the most important of which is the theory of
constructional perceptions on the one hand, and the function of such an approach in socio-
political thought, that is, how Allamah Tabatabaii views different political problems in the
society including the origin of socio-intellectual difficulties, man, society, government and its
ideal form, rule, justice and economy, on the other hand. It concludes that Allamah
Tabatabaii's socio-political thought influenced by the theory of constructional perceptions has
some capabilities based on which it opens a new space in the world of politics while being
distinctive from relativistic thoughts, and has some results and functions which provide
solutions for many current problems based on accepting multiplicity and change while being
committed to the essential principles of Islam.

Keywords: Allamah Tabatabaii, socio-political thought, constructional perceptions,
government, justice, law.
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